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1. Librarians doing instruction in Assessment Project:

Jan Wingenroth
2. List the classes/instructors incorporating assessment:   Psychology 101 Kim Taylor
(circle the classes w/ instructors you have not worked with before)


New:
Dr. Connie Wasem  - Compsition Instruction Coordinator


Sally Nick – Writing Lab / Peer-tutoring  

3. How many students total were involved in instruction: _27_____

Assessment Collaborations

Collaboration #1 – Course: __Psychology 101_____  

1. Description of the assignment and outcomes for instruction.  
The librarian faculty and instructional faculty have developed a plagiarism assignment that is designed to teach students about plagiarism while requiring that students evaluate web pages.  
It was noted in the course of assigning research in psychology at both the 100 and 200 level that students have difficulty both analyzing the validity of information available online and also that students have problems properly paraphrasing and correctly citing information.  Our goal was to develop an assignment that used information seeking skills to teach students about plagiarism.  The assignment required students locate information on plagiarism.  In the course of doing this students needed to evaluate web pages on plagiarism for relevance, validity and usefulness.  After locating three relevant web pages on plagiarism students answer a series of questions about plagiarism.  
To involve faculty campus wide we developed our own student web page on plagiarism that we hope incorporates the best features of the many other plagiarism web pages and adds our own local information.  In addition, we developed a page for Spokane Falls faculty that links to our plagiarism assignment and provides faculty with pointers on how to prevent plagiarism.  
2. How and what evidence did you gather?   Summer 2007 Psychology 101 class of 27 students were offered the option of completing the plagiarism assignment for extra credit.  Because of the abbreviated schedule summer quarter it was not possible to assign a research paper or project to the summer class.  In lieu of an actual research the students were given a quiz to test their understanding of plagiarism.  
3. How did it go?  What did students really “get or not get?”   We predicted that the students who completed the plagiarism assignment would score better on the plagiarism quiz than those students who did not complete the assignment.  Out of a possible 21 points on the quiz the class mean score was 14.1 the median was 15.  The six students who both completed the extra-credit plagiarism assignment and took the quiz scored a mean of 13.3.  We had hoped these students would score higher.  We felt that the plagiarism quiz questions tested student understanding of plagiarism and application of principles.  We believed that the information tested was basic for all students.  Ideally most students would score 21 on the quiz.  Our quiz scores clearly demonstrated that there is a knowledge gap when it comes to students and the subject of plagiarism.    
4. What did the assessment results tell you?  Because of the assessment, are you going to change anything?

Our sample size was small and our quiz results mainly reflect prior knowledge for students who did not complete the assignment.  Naturally we were disappointed at the poor showing for those six students who completed the plagiarism assignment.  We still believe that the plagiarism assignment is a valuable tool for teaching students about plagiarism and introducing web page evaluation to a class.  The .8 negative correlation for the six students completing the assignment may indicate that the students completing the plagiarism assignment still had difficulty applying the concepts they read about.  Application in a research situation might  have made a difference.  It is difficult to judge with such a small sample size.    
Quiz results with a mean 14.1 out of a possible 21 demonstrate that most of the students tested lack the information they need in the area of plagiarism and citing sources.  Low scores of those students completing the plagiarism assignment tell us we need other approaches and additional follow-up after completing the assignment.  The assignment alone is by no means a silver bullet.   
5. What feedback did you get from the faculty member you worked with?   Summer schedules have made geographical remoteness have made communications difficult this summer.  We will be evaluating results and introducing the assignment to other instructors this fall.  This will give us more feedback and I hope additional suggestions.    
Other Assessment Projects

(if applicable – for assessment projects not integrated directly into a specific course)

1. Description of project.  Faculty  Plagiarism Page and Student Plagiarism Web Page  
2. How did it go?  What results or evidence did you gather?  The pages are complete and I am waiting for revision of our Faculty Services Web Page to make the faculty page widely available.  I plan to introduce the faculty and student pages at a faculty development workshop this fall.  At the workshop I will request that faculty review the site and I hope to incorporate feedback from faculty before doing further assessment.  
The student web page will be critiqued by the faculty composition director and the director of student tutoring for and with their approval will be linked to the Washington online writing lab (OWL).   
3. How did it advance assessing Information Literacy in your library and/or at your campus?   I think this project helps integrate the library and information literacy into the writing process on our campus.  Instructional faculty forget that the Spokane Falls Library is the host to our Information Commons a place where students often seek guidance in both research and writing.  Working with these writing instructors will emphasize that proper use of information is part of information literacy.  
Overall Learning
1. Give an example from one of your collaborations of something you are going to improve based on the feedback you received (faculty, peer, student work).    Kim and I have not had a chance to fully debrief but we hope to incorporate follow-up application to plagiarism research assignment.  The follow-up would be in the form of a student research project that actually applies principles of proper citation, paraphrasing and use of appropriate research materials.  This was not possible in our abbreviated summer session. 
2. How did these activities contribute or connect to your Action Plan?  This fall we will be trying to incorporate the plagiarism assignment or something very similar in other classes.  We will be perfecting and demonstrating the new web pages for all interested SFCC faculty.   We will also  work with faculty that we have not previously worked with to incorporate the plagiarism page for students into the online writing lab.  

