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Implementing Authentic Assessments

LSTA Grant – “Information Literacy in

Washington Community and Technical Colleges”

College Name: Bellevue Community College
Submitted by: David Oar & Nicole Longpré
Description of Project for Winter/Spring 2006:
Librarians will work with three-four part-time English instructors teaching either English 201 or English 270.  Librarians will work with these instructors to develop Information Literacy based assignments that include authentic assessments and develop Information Literacy instruction sessions that students in these classes will attend.

Assessment:
2 part-time librarians (Wilma Dougherty and Francine Walls) and 1 full-time librarian (Nicole Longpré) met and worked with 3 English instructors to develop IL assignments for 3 classes (Richard “Scott” Nelson – English 201: The Research Paper; Rebecca Morris – Communication 141: Introduction to Media Writing; and Pat Andrus – English 110: Reading Poetry).  The assignments (attached below) include authentic assessment to the degree possible in quarterly development of these assignments.  These instructors noted that they learned new IL concepts in both project meetings, assignment development time, and follow-up discussions.  The assignments will be used in the classes they were developed for when those classes are next offered.
Librarian: Wilma Dougherty / Instructor: Richard ‘Scott’ Nelson / Course: English 201

Research Assignment

Purpose:

The purpose of this assignment is to familiarize you with some of the library’s lesser-known resources and foster critical thinking about the sources you find.

Task:

Using the guide below, go to two of the Bellevue Community College Library’s resources and search for information regarding your chosen topic. Then, write a two-page comparison/contrast of the information you find. 

Use these questions to guide you:

What kind of information does each source provide? How could this information be useful to your research? Where does the source get its information? Could the source be biased? Why? Does the source point you to other sources of information? How does it do so?

Format:

Your comparison/contrast should be typed, double-spaced, in Times New Roman font, with one-inch page margins. 

Guide:

Choose your sources based upon the category of research you intend to do. 

• For a major career decision (career change, choice of career specialty, relocation):
▪ WOIS, found at http://www.wois.org
This is a private, non-profit database about careers in Washington, schools and training programs, among other things.  User ID = bellevuecc  Password = TCP582 (Password changes quarterly; call the Career Center at 564-2279 for updates.) 

▪ Occupational Outlook Handbook, found at http://www.bls.gov/oco.  This government publication lists all kinds of jobs/careers, and includes the training and education needed, earnings and job prospects, what workers do on the job, and working conditions.

• For the best treatment for a medical condition or physical ailment/injury:
▪ LMC Home Page, found at http://www.bcc.ctc.edu/lmc
Click on Web Links by Subject, then, under the Health Science heading, click on Health/Nursing.  A variety of current, valid health sites can be found here. Try out several to see what is available.

▪ Electronic Reference Books, also found at the LMC Home Page.  Click on Periodicals/Databases, then scroll down to Subject-Specific Reference Resources. Click on Gale Virtual Reference Library.  Click “Medicine” to see the eBooks available to search.

• For a decision about a major purchase (home, vacation property, computer system, investment decision):
▪ Consumer Reports, found full-text in the EBSCOHost periodical database.  Open it through the LMC Home Page, and in the box next to Publication, type in Consumer Reports.  In the Find box, type in the term investments.

▪ Puget Sound Business Journal, found at http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle This is from a family of business journals, and it is possible to also access business information from 42 other cities on this site. 

• For a decision about education (schooling options for children, transfer to a university, graduate school choice):
▪ http://www.usnews.com contains rankings and guides to colleges.  Look under the headings of America’s Best, and Rankings and Guides.

▪ Washington State Board of Education at http://sbe.wa.gov .  Details how the public education system in Washington is set up, graduation requirements, accreditation, etc.
If your research topic does not fit into one of the above categories, see me immediately to discuss possible research avenues.

Librarian: Wilma Dougherty / Instructor: Rebecca Morris / Course: Communication 141
Communication 141

Introduction to Media Writing

Rebecca Morris, Instructor

                                Assignment: Comparing News Coverage 

Communication 141 doesn’t usually involve research skills, since stories for The Jibsheet rely more on information obtained from one-on-one interviews. 

But having good research skills is important. As reporters, you may in any one day need information as diverse as the history of a bill the city council is voting on, the background on a medical condition in the news, or information on someone you will be interviewing.  

For this assignment, you will be learning research skills and comparing and contrasting news coverage. 

We can learn a lot from how newspapers and broadcast outlets cover the same story: Is there bias? How do you recognize bias? How do newspapers shape their stories to their audience? How can facts be interpreted in different ways? How did you ‘evaluate’ your sources? In other words, what makes a newspaper, web site, or broadcast outlet credible? Can even credible news sources be wrong or skew facts? 

Task: You will choose a major news story and compare coverage of that event. For example, on June 15, 2006 the number of U.S. military deaths in Iraq reached 2,500. You could study and compare news coverage of that event, as it was seen through various newspapers and broadcast outlets. Those could include The New York Times, Aljazeera.net, and the BBC. You may also choose another timely story in the news. 

Procedure: Find at least four stories on the news event, a mix of print and broadcast news. Try and select newspapers or broadcast or internet sources that will probably present the story in a different way and may contain a point of view (for example, the above idea on different sides of the Iraq war). 

. Study the articles

. Write at least two pages on how the coverage was similar or different

. Include copies of the original stories with your paper for me

Presentation:  Because journalism is both an individual and a team effort, we can learn from each other. As part of the assignment:

. Each of you will make a brief presentation to the class on the news event you

  examined and what you learned about how it was covered

. Use the electronic tools in the classroom to illustrate your findings, for

  example you can use the internet, VCR or DVD capabilities

  .Be sure and discuss the research tools you used 

Assessment: You will be graded on the level of difficulty and what I call ‘sophistication’ of news story you choose. In other words, is it a complicated story, a story that ‘matters’?

Are there lots of facts and more than one side to it? How much thought have you put into your choice of a news event to track? How much research did you do to find a variety of sources of coverage? Does your research show originality? Did you find sources that are not just obvious ones? Your written summary should, in turn, assess the news event and the coverage you examined. Your paper should be thoughtful and insightful. 

Some research tips: 

The Internet Public Library is a directory of newspapers, magazines and other on-line reference material

http://www.ipl.org/ 
A great way to find the internet domain (address) of various countries is to use http://www.iana.org/cctld-whois.htm  

The BCC Library’s web site has many research tools for searching newspapers, including 

ProQuest Newspapers and The New York Times Historical Collection 

Librarians: Francine Walls & Nicole Longpre / Instructor: Pat Andrus / Course: English 110
Assignment:  To learn about a poet in-depth, write an essay on a poet and include an annotated Bibliography: 20 points.  (You will be sent a list of suitable poets.  Be sure to obtain approval for the poet you choose.)
Due: No later than Monday of Week 11.
Length:  A minimum of 4 pages, double spaced PLUS an annotated Bibliography. 
Research:  Use a minimum of five sources only one of which can be from the World Wide Web (WWW).      

Format: Standard College.  Use Modern Language Association (MLA) style for the Bibliography. 

Write your essay in MS Word and send it to me through our site mail as an attachment to preserve the formatting.

Assignment Instructions:
1. By week 3, select a poet and read a volume of his/her work.  Please do not use a poet you studied in High School or which you have studied and written about before.  Please do not use Robert Frost.  He is a wonderful poet but he has been studied and written about extensively.
2. In your essay, provide a brief summary of the poet's life.  In addition, consider the following questions:  What were the greatest influences on the life of this poet?  Did you find a link between the events in the poet’s life and the themes in his/her poems?     

3. Choose a few representative poems, lines, and stanzas in your poet’s poems.  Use them to illustrate the poet's craft, the voice, techniques, and topics common to his/her work.  Find critics who comment on your poet’s work and incorporate at least one comment into your essay.  (See the hyperlink below to learn how to quote a source in your essay.)
4.  For your essay, research your poet by finding a minimum of five resources.  Your resources can include online or print materials from:

Reference material (for example, dictionaries, biographies and encyclopedias) for background material, 

Books for lengthy coverage, 

articles from popular magazines (for example, TIME Magazine) and scholarly journals (for example, The Explicator). 

World Wide Web.  You may only use ONE resource from the WWW.  Please consider the following websites:

http://www.afropoets.net/  Famous African American authors

http://www.english.uiuc.edu/maps/index.htm  Modern American Poetry  MAPS is a comprehensive learning environment and scholarly forum for the study of modern American poetry.

http://poets.org  (Academy of American Poets) Biographical Information

http://bubl.ac.uk/Link/e/englishpoetry.htm   English poetry.  Use this to find poems by major English poets.  Some biographical information is available as well as criticism.  

Before your start your research for your essay, look at the Bellevue Community College LMC Guide for Online Students at http://www.bcc.ctc.edu/lmc/Online_LMC_tutorial/.

Look for articles using online periodical databases especially EBSCOHost and ProQuest.  At Bellevue Community College, you can access these databases through the LMC website at  http://www.bcc.ctc.edu/lmc/.  You will need your Student Identification Number (SID).  Although you access these databases through the Internet, BCC pays for these databases so you can use them.  

Other public and academic libraries will have online resources.  For example, if you live in the Seattle and King County area, you can use the Seattle Public Library (www.spl.org) and the King County Library System (www.kcls.org.)   Also, you can visit the University of Washington libraries and use their databases on their campus although you will not be able to check out materials.

5.  For the resources you use for your essay, create an annotated Bibliography.  For each resource, cite the work using the MLA style.  For information on citing resources and the MLA style using the following:

“What is Citing Sources all about” at http://www.bcc.ctc.edu/lmc/handouts/citing.pdf 

MLA Style Documentation at http://www.bcc.ctc.edu/lmc/handouts/MLA_2005.pdf
Learn how to cite your sources in the text of your essays at 

http://www.bcc.ctc.edu/lmc/handouts/MLA_intext.pdf
Please annotate each resource in your Bibliography.  The annotation will be a minimum of three sentences on the content of the resource.  Think about these questions as you write your annotation:  What did the resource say about the poet or the poet’s work?  Was the author objective or biased?  What credentials does the author have to write on this subject?  Was the information accurate? Was the information current?  Was the content well-written?  Was the content aimed toward a college-level audience?       

***Remember that plagiarism will earn you a failing grade. You will learn the most if you do your own research on your poet.  To avoid plagiarism, cite all sources you use from the World Wide Web, your text, or other sources.  Remember to use the hyperlinks given above to cite your sources.  

In addition, using material from Smartnotes, Cliff Notes or anything like that is plagiarism.  Happy researching!  
