Second Draft

Writing 101

Information Literacy Survey

Thank you for helping us assess the use of information literacy in Writing 101.  Writing 105, Research and Persuasion, is obviously the course where we really focus on information literacy with students.  However, because Writing 101 is taken by all students, we thought we’d see what different Writing 101 sections are providing to students (for a later discussion of what we should and should not be attempting to do in Writing 101).
Here’s a definition of Information Literacy that should give you the overview:
The ability to assess the information requirements of complex topics, to identify potential textual, visual, and electronic resources, to obtain what’s needed, and to evaluate, organize, synthesize, and use the information, regardless of format, while adhering to the legal and ethical principles surrounding information access in today’s society.

The survey you’ll take is an attempt to break this down into the skills that Writing 101 instructors may be teaching in their classes. As you give your responses, please don’t feel guilty or pressured that you should be doing all of these things in Writing 101.  In fact, some of these issues are best covered in Writing 105, Research and Persuasion.  

1. The writing assignments in my Writing 101 course require that students use (check all that apply)

. 

· essays from textbook and/or handouts that I provide 

· readings from a variety of different genres and disciplines.

· information from primary sources – e.g. surveys, formal observation, photos, advertisements, etc.  (Please note that personal experience is not included in this list for the purposes of this survey.)
· information from secondary research using general internet searches (Advanced Search in Google, Google Scholar etc.)

· information from secondary research using periodical databases (Academic Search Complete/EBSCO, ProQuest Direct, J-STOR, etc.)

· information from secondary research using subject encyclopedias and/or other specialized library resources.
3.  When I teach Writing 101, I always provide instruction for students on how to use the following for their essays (check all that apply):

· Our textbook and/or handouts I provide
· Quantitative data

· Visual imagery

· General web searches (Google, etc.)

· Subject guides

· Periodical databases
· The library’s Information Literacy page (including research tutorials)
· The library’s citation help pages

· Library catalog

· Other research resources (such as Subject Guides, vetted internet index pages, online research tutorials)
4.  Indicate the level of instruction you provide for each of the following five skills:

a. Writing accurate summary of a reading. (Check one)
· Frequent lessons on this skill

· Some lessons on this skill

· One or two lessons on this skill

· No lessons on this skill
b. Synthesizing other readings in an essay using paraphrase. (Check one)
· Frequent lessons on this skill

· Some lessons on this skill

· One or two lessons on this skill

· No lessons on this skill
c. Synthesizing other readings in an essay using direct quotes. (Check one)
· Frequent lessons on this skill

· Some lessons on this skill

· One or two lessons on this skill

· No lessons on this skill
d. Identifying what kinds of sources are needed for a specific writing task.

· Frequent lessons on this skill

· Some lessons on this skill

· One or two lessons on this skill

· No lessons on this skill. 
e. Evaluating the credibility of sources to be used in their essays. (Check one)
· Frequent lessons on this skill

· Some lessons on this skill

· One or two lessons on this skill

· No lessons on this skill
5. In my Writing 101 course, I provide direct instruction in (check all that apply)
· defining and avoiding plagiarism

· distinguishing scholarly from popular work

· identifying the differences and relative virtues of various types of resources (e.g. websites versus scholarly articles versus books versus blogs, etc.)

· using a bibliography (list references, Works Cited, etc.) at the end of the paper.

· using correct in-text citation for outside sources.

· using the MLA citation system

· using the APA citation system

· using a citation system besides MLA or APA

6. The writing assignments in my Writing 101 (check one)
· Include a short research paper – 5 pages or less.

· Include a research paper of more than 5 pages. 

· Do not include a research paper.

