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Learning Communities Defined

The purposeful restructuring of the curriculum by
linking or clustering courses that enroll 2 common
cohert of students. This represents an intentional
structuring of students’ time, credit, and learning
experiences to build community and foster mare
explicit connectdons among students, faculty, and
disciplines. (Gabelnick, 1'990)

Teaching & Assessing
Core Abilities : Session Overview

= Definition of bearning communities

* Owur learning community — Liberty and |ustice for All?
«  Agsessment of core abilides at the course level

= Designing integrative assignments

= Designing our assignment

= Assessing our assignment

= Acrivity — design your own integrative assignment

* Questions
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Liberty and Justice for All?
Civil Rights Since the Civil War

“As a community of learners we will
trace the struggle o secure the rights
and liberties that define us as Americns.
W will explore the stories of
partcipants in the seruggle as we
research, discuss, and write cur way
to an understanding of who has been
excluded from these righes in the past
and how the fight for indusion

has been won.”

Liberty and Justice for All?
Civil Rights Since the Civil War

= United States History Since 1865 - 5 credias
= English Compaosition — 5 credits
Rasearch Skills in History = 2 credits
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Liberty and Justice for AIl?
Civil Rights Since the Civil War

Course Components
= Seminars
= Group activities
* Formal research essays
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Assessment of Core Abilities at the Course Level

‘What Core Abilities does each course address?

How do we create assignments that promate student
development of the identified Core Abilities?
* ldentify connections beoween Core Abilides and individual course
leamning outcomes
* Indantify outcomes from each course that studerts will achieve more
effectively if taught from a cross-disciplimary perspeczive
* |dentify ways to embed each of these cutcomes in an assignmant

How do we assess the incegrated assignment?
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Designing Integrated Assignments

Issue
Integrative Assignment
Curricular Learning
Resources Cutcomes
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Designing Visual Artifact Assignment
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The Visual Artifacts
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The Yisual Artifacts

Assessing Communication

Ethical Appeals
Stplistic Appeals
Emational
Appeals &
taghaliippesh Appeal to'Values

Assessing Thinking
Eshical Appeals

Assessing Information Competency
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Visual Artifacts Assignment Rubric

¥ Communication — Persuasive Appeals Analysis
¥ Thinking — Historical Analysis

¥ Information Competency — Research Skills Analysis
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Design your own integrated assignment!

* Select one of your courses and identify the
learning outcomes,

* Worl with your partner to design an
integrated assignment.

* Create a poster!




Teaching & Assessing
Core Abilities in an

Integrated Learning Community

Questions?
Contact us
Jody Delay [delayifoc.ctc edy
Deb Lamb dlambifioc, coc.edu

Dianne Moore dmoorefioc.cic.edu

Thank you for participating!
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