Assessing the Authentic Learning Assessment Project 

Report for the Last IL Grant Assessment Project, 2007-2008

· Who worked on this project?
Librarian/College:  Barbara Oldham / Spokane Falls Community College

Person/Department/Course: Rebecca Lindekugel / Sociology / Introduction to Sociology
· Outcomes – What did you want the student to be able to do?

What did students need to be able to do in order to be successful?
Student should be able to articulate the need for information and are able to define and narrow their topic.  
Student should access information in a variety of formats efficiently and effectively.
· Curriculum – What did the student need to know?

What’s the ground/content that needed to be covered?
Student will need to develop a thesis statement and formulate questions based on the information needed.

Student will learn that using general information sources increases familiarity with the topic.

Student will apply a sociological perspective to their topic so it may need to be defined or modified to achieve a manageable focus.
Student should be able to find information in both books and online databases

· Pedagogy – What were the learning activities?

What was the setting and activities for the students to gain/develop these abilities?
I provided students with information and sources to help them achieve the desired goals. There were no direct learning activities. I also encouraged students to make individual appointments with me for research help.  The students did this in several ways; in person, phone and email.
· Assessment – How did the students demonstrate the learning?
What assessment did you design for students? (Attach any assessment tools you used)
Week five of the quarter you will be asked to choose a research topic and state why you have chosen that topic. Included in this assignment will be a thesis statement about your research topic.  From that point on there will be weekly assignments that will assist you in the completion of the research paper. 

Week 6- Turn in 10 references that you have examined and are considering using in your paper.

Week 8- Turn in a summary of the five references that you have decided upon for your paper.  Summarize the main thesis and data you will be using from each source.

Week 9- Turn in an outline of your research paper

Week 10- Turn in a first draft- if you want comments from either instructor before you complete your final paper. This is optional

Week 12- Final paper is due.

· Criteria – How did you (instructor and librarian) know the student had done this well?  How did you judge/evaluate the performance?  
The instructor did the final grading. 
For weeks 6 and 8 I reviewed the student’s sources and provided my feedback to the instructor and the students. My feedback included recommendations on where they should look such as Books, ProQuest, Opposing Viewpoints and CQ Research as opposed all internet sources.
· Data – What data did you collect?  How did the students perform?

Please include the data (even if you have to mail it to us) if at all possible.  We want the richest field of data possible to look at.
The only data I have is on how often the students went to the resources I provided them. 
The data shows that the students accessed the library resources 1146 times or 18.02% of the total hits to the course website. Coincidently the four students with the highest grades were the top four in use of the library resources (according to the number of hits). 
· Best Practices – What would you recommend out of this project as a Best Practice you would pass on to other librarians or discipline faculty? 

I would support the embedding a librarian in BB courses. I did have 4 students request individual help.
· Key learning – What’s your observation or reflection on this project?  What did you or the faculty member learn from this project?

I think that embedding a librarian in a blackboard course is good practice. However I have learned from this project that students need more direction.
I can provide resources for them but that doesn’t mean they will use or understand them. For the future I would like to create some learning activities or at the least worksheets they would need to fill out to show they have gone to the specific sites provided for each week of the assignment.

I would like to develop some rubrics with the instructor to clarify grading for the students.

