Assessing the Authentic Learning Assessment Project 

Report for the Last IL Grant Assessment Project, 2007-2008

· Who worked on this project?
Librarian/College:      Kiki Tommila  / Whatcom Community College
Person/Department/Course: 

   Robin Angley:  Library faculty

   Kiki Tommila: Library/ Library 194 
   Barry Maxwell; Behavioral & Social Science/ History 225,  Political Science 115 and Poli Sci 230
· Outcomes – What did you want the student to be able to do?

What did students need to be able to do in order to be successful?
The students participating in the project were enrolled in one of  Barry Maxwell’s Political Science or History courses, which required a significant research assignment, and were also enrolled in our “linked” Library 194 class.  In this class, students we expected to be able to :
· Learn methods for choosing and refining a topic for a research paper and presentation

· Learn methods to find and evaluate valid sources in a particular discipline (print materials, specialized databases, Internet, and sources from other academic institutions)

· Learn to use proper formats for citing research

· Learn to recognize and avoid plagiarism

Skills to be successful included determining what books, periodicals and electronic sources are available at WCC and elsewhere.  There was a focus on learning how to critically evaluate sources according to their relevancy, timeliness, authority and bias.  

Curriculum – What did the student need to know?

What’s the ground/content that needed to be covered

The content covered included:
· An information needs assessment : Determine the extent of information needed 
· Citations, bibliography, annotated bibliography: Understand the economic, legal, and social issues surrounding the use of information, and access and use information ethically and legally 

· Current events, newspapers: Access the needed information effectively and efficiently 

· Topic selection: Determine the extent of information needed 

· Reference Materials:  Evaluate information and its sources critically 

· Journals and databases:  Access the needed information effectively and efficiently 

· Boolean Logic: Access the needed information effectively and efficiently 

· Scholarly and popular: Evaluate information and its sources critically 

· Biographies: Use information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose 
· Primary sources: Use information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose 
· Government document: Use information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose 
· Statistics: Use information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose 
· Information Hierarchies: Access the needed information effectively and efficiently 
· Information evaluation: Evaluate information and its sources critically 
· Writing a  Research paper: Incorporate selected information into one’s knowledge base 
· Presentations: Incorporate selected information into one’s knowledge base 
· Pedagogy – What were the learning activities?

What was the setting and activities for the students to gain/develop these abilities?
The quarter was divided into eight weeks of content/instruction and three concluding weeks of writing, assessment and presentations.  The eight weeks of instruction were organized by a general topic for the week, with the first of two sessions including a short introduction and an in-class activity.  The second session of the week included a short lecture with discussion, in a lab setting with hands-on opportunities at the computers, and the culminating assignment for the week, which included an annotated citation.  
The final three weeks of the quarter began with their final assignment in Library 194 due, which was the annotated bibliography for the research paper for Mr. Maxwell’s class, which would be due in another week.  This gave the students time to address the feedback on their returned 194 bibliographies before handing them in with their research.  This also assured that the research portion of the paper is completed and there is sufficient time to write a quality paper.  The remainder of our quarter, three weeks, allowed for discussion of the writing process, fine-tuning their work , and presentations.
The presentations gave the students an opportunity to share with each other any strategies or resources they had discovered during this process.  The presentation assignment included a rubric that defined what was expected to be in their annotations, what the presentations should include and what the students should be looking for during their peer’s presentations.  The scores from the rubrics identified which of the resources presented would be included in the “peer reviewed” “ “LIB 194 Recommended Resources” page  (to go on our new library webpage).  
· Assessment – How did the students demonstrate the learning?
What assessment did you design for students? (Attach any assessment tools you used)
Students completed 8 in-class activities designed to allow students discover the content that was previously delivered in lecture form.  This new method of content delivery empowered  students to be more active in their learning and prompted more questions from students.  Students were more inclined to identify what they needed to know instead of waiting for the instructor to tell them what they should know.
Students completed 8 out-of-class assignments which included finding, evaluating and citing a resource, typically coinciding with the week’s topic.  This assignment was promptly given feedback and returned.  These 8 assignments were designed to be included in the final assignment.  Students were expected to do well on the final assignment because, if they were handing in the weekly assignments,  they were getting feedback on their work all quarter.
The final assignment, an annotated bibliography, was required in both the Political Science and History classes and in the Library 194 class.  All classes emphasized evaluation and the annotation was to reflect that.

The final presentation required the student to present a resource, discuss their research strategies, and submit an annotated citation of the resource, which, if selected, would be posted on the Library’s website. 
· Criteria – How did  you (instructor and librarian) know the student had done this well?  How did you judge/evaluate the performance?  
The eight in-class activities were given points (all or none) for completing and were used for feedback for the instructor.

The eight out-of-class assignments were given points (all or none) and were mainly used as an opportunity for the student to get feedback from the instructor. 
The grading criteria for the final project, an annotated bibliography, was created by the History/Political Science instructor and posted on his webpage.  The instructor for Library 194 referred to this grading rubric for the Lib 194 final as well.  The annotation was expected to be an evaluative annotation and the emphasis on evaluation was clearly delineated.
The criteria for evaluating the Library 194 presentations were organized into a rubric and used by both the instructor and students.
· Data – What data did you collect?  How did the students perform?

Please include the data (even if you have to mail it to us) if at all possible.  We want the richest field of data possible to look at.
This is the first quarter that all of the new curriculum is in place and the data will not be gathered until the end of the quarter.  The final assignment rubrics were introduced last quarter, and the Library 194 class has noticed a marked improvement in the final assignments, but there are not enough numbers to be able to compare or report until the end of this quarter. 
· Best Practices – What would you recommend out of this project as a Best Practice you would pass on to other librarians or discipline faculty?

Numbers aside, this has been one of the most gratifying classes to teach since I have been here.  With this new structure, there is more opportunity to interact with students, the students are 
less passive in their learning and we spend less time covering material that I am assuming they don’t know and more time on content that the students identify as needed.
Prioritize what must be covered, give up the some of the efficiency of the lecture and allow more time for discovery.
· Key learning – What’s your observation or reflection on this project?  What did you or the faculty member learn from this project?

The faculty that have worked on this project see the need to include IL instruction to all of our classes that include research.  We recognize the need to gather data to be able to have a real conversation about the need for IL across all disciplines. We are reading, with interest, all of the steps other libraries have taken to expose students, campus wide, to Information Literacy concepts.  Our collaboration on this project with  faculty from other disciplines has been positive and fruitful and we are looking into other opportunities to connect with other disciplines on campus.  
Attachments: 

Research Paper Checklist for Evaluation History 225 
	A strong response to the assignment.
	Meets minimum expectations for assignment
	Areas that need work

	FORMAT

	10-12 pages (not incl Bibliography) double spaced typed, one-inch margins, type size 12, pages numbered.
	.
	.

	CONTENT & ORGANIZATION

	Biographical information on your nation’s leader/representative that would explain his/her opinions and positions on the issue (max 2 pages).
	 
	 

	Problem clearly stated. Discuss the problem’s political and economic ramifications for your nation, relevant political actors/ groups in the nation & how they interact or conflict on this issue (max 2 pages).
	 
	 

	Explain and justify the recommended policy solution or improvement & who/how to implement it politically. Sufficient hard facts, numbers, specific details. (min 2 pages)
	 
	 

	Solution physically and economically Feasible (possible to do and pay for) to implement? Where will money come from? (min 2 pages)
	 
	 

	Solution politically Acceptable to voters, factions and /or other necessary political actors (or could be made so with the right propaganda). Data such as polls, or public statements to prove acceptability. (min 2 pages)
	 
	 

	Solution Suitable for solving the problem (seems to be proportional, reasonable, & morally appropriate).
	 
	 

	For Arab/Israeli conflict, consideration of borders, Israeli settlements, water rights, status of Jerusalem. 

For Iraq, consideration of political, economic and social goals for Iraq, how new governmental institutions will be formed, security, role of religion and ethnic groups, use and control of Iraqi oil resources, and who decides all of this and how?
	 
	 

	Appropriate use of maps and diagrams
	 
	 

	SOURCES & CITATIONS

	The sources of ALL information author did not think of or is not common knowledge are cited. 

Sources cited in the body of the paper at the point where information introduced, details in bibliography/works cited. MLA system used.
	 
	 

	Copies of all sources provided. For hardcopy: photocopy of the title page. Internet sources: Print main page with title, author, date and web address.
	 
	 

	Bibliography/work cited page, annotated to explain the authority, credentials, credibility and bias of your sources. (20% OF GRADE)
	 
	 

	Minimum of ten sources, five from a hardcopy source OTHER than internet websites. Minimum of three primary sources,
	 
	 

	Proposal Sheet (signed by instructor)
	 
	 

	Oral presentation made.
	 
	 


Presentation  for Library 194 Rubric
	 
	0
	1
	2
	Score

	Relevancy of resource to topic.
	Does not support the topic or thesis statement.
	Coverage of the topic or thesis is minimum and not discussed in depth.  
	The information supports the topic or thesis statement and the coverage is in depth.
	 

	Reliability of resource
	Is not a reliable resource.  The target audience is not college-level, but general; the language is simplistic, author and/or publisher credentials are unknown.
	The resource is minimally reliable. The audience is general but the resource directly addresses the topic. The publisher is known, the author’s name is stated.  
	The resource is reliable.  The target audience includes other specialists and/or college-level researchers.  It includes a  bibliography or links to additional information.  The language is scholarly. Both the author and publisher credentials are identified
	 

	Timeliness: Date of publication of resource 
	No date is given or the publication  date of the source indicates a lack of currency for the topic.
	The print source or web site was updated or published more than a year ago and seems to be dated.  Links and references are not current.
	The print source or web site has been updated or published within the last year; references indicate recent information has been incorporated into the content.  
	 

	 
	 
	 
	OR the topic is historical and the resource is a primary document from that period.
	 

	Authority: Author’s expertise on the topic
	No author is named and does not present any credentials demonstrating expertise in the subject.
	The author  presents credentials that may indicate expertise in the topic.
	The author holds an advanced academic degree in the field and indicates expertise in the subject, and lists other publications or related work in this subject area.
	 

	Bias: Credentials of the publisher or producer of the resource
	No information is given about the publication or no “About Us” is displayed on the web page.
	The publisher /producer of the print source or web site is a commercial vendor or a corporation that handles many different subject areas with the purpose of sales. 
	The publisher of the print source or web site is a known organization dedicated to the advancement of the subject or is noted for scholarly publications with an editorial board, and not subject to bias.
	 

	Total Score
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	Overall quality of resource: Inclusion on the Web Bibliography.
	Score of 0-5: The resource is not appropriate for the Web Bibliography.  I cannot judge its relevancy and reliability from the presentation.  It is not timely for the topic and has questionable authority and/or exhibits bias.       
	Score of 6-7: The resource is not appropriate for the Web Bibliography.  It includes some relevant information however, the depth of coverage is minimum or seems general.  The source is minimally reliable and the information seems dated.  The credentials 
	Score of 8-10: The resource should be included in the Web Bibliography.  It is an important resource that will add value to the topic.  It is relevant, reliable and timely for the topic.  The author is an expert in the field and has presented important re
	


